Park models billed as a cheaper, convenient alternative to cabins
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A park model recreation vehicle has the look and feel of a cottage both inside and out. But the only time this RV moves down the road is when it's being towed to a permanent or semi-permanent site, says Doug Ross, general manager of Grove RV & Leisure in Spruce Grove.

"These are mainly purchased by people that have a lake lot or an RV resort or sometimes on an acreage," says Ross, who sold Bob Allen his park-model RV.

"Rather than building a cabin, they can put on something that's a little bit more mobile."

Cost and convenience are the main reasons people choose park models over a cottage, Ross says.

Allen's unit, which has cedar log siding and soaring chalet-inspired windows, could well be mistaken for a log cabin. Priced at about $75,000, the unit can be delivered and set up in as little as a week after purchase, Ross says.

"Anything this size is going to cost you $100,000 at least to build it," he says. "And with the construction industry around Alberta right now, you'd be lucky if you got anything built in a year."

The healthy Canadian dollar is reflected in the price, Ross says.

"If we were selling these three or four years ago, you'd be up in the $90,000 to $100,000 (range). It's a big difference."

Park models start at about $40,000. Furnishings and amenities are included in the cost of the homes, which come in different sizes and designs, ranging from river-stone exteriors to one- and two-bedroom living spaces with lofts.

"They come with an electric fireplace, surround-sound systems and all these furnishings," says Ross, pointing to sofas, dining suites, end tables, beds, lamps and window coverings in a 500-square-foot display unit.

"They're pre-plumbed for a stacking washer and dryer, and there's a full bathroom -- bathtub and shower."

Fridge, stove and furnace are residential quality. Air conditioning is optional.

"Most people get a unit like this and they build the decks all around the front and they put a little garden shed out in the back," Ross says. "People take this as the basis and really go to work with it."

Park models are a growing part of the RV business, he says.

"We deliver them all over the area, even up as far as Fort St. John and Slave Lake. Once they're delivered, we block them up like a mobile home and hook up all the plumbing and water lines.

"It's becoming almost a full-time part of our business."

Beyond convenience, style and price, there's an added attraction to the units, Ross says.

"This way, if something didn't work out where you were, you just pull it away to another place. You're not stuck."

For a look at different park-model units visit www.BreckenridgeFinerLiving.com.
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