Sandbridge homeowners turn summer into vacation that pays
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Click for full view
Ian and Cathy Seymour, daughter Eliana, 9 months, and Cathy's son, Cole Neubert, 12, from a previous marriage, spend the summer in a trailer at Virginia Beach RV Resort. (Bill Tiernan | The Virginian-Pilot)
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IAN AND CATHY Seymour's home at the north end of Sandbridge is a picture of summer living. Built in 2002 from blueprints ordered from a national magazine, it sports a pool, dock, tiki bar, and bevy of electronics and game tables.

Hardwood floors cover much of the 2,000-square-foot home. Custom cabinets brighten the kitchen. And the furniture and decor coordinate for a breezy, beachy feel.

"Personally, it's my dream home," Cathy Seymour said.

 

Moving pays
But three months out of the year, the Seymours and their two children push away from the nest and head 4 miles south to smaller digs. There, in a park-model mobile home, they settle in for a simpler way of life.

"You do what?" some have asked Seymour about her migration from a designer home to an RV and trailer park.

"It's not what you envision," she tells them. "It's upscale roughing it." And at least a handful of other families do the same.

The Seymours spend less time inside watching television and more time outside on their skiff, golf cart and canopied deck. They share two bedrooms instead of four and about 400 square feet of living space that they say strengthens family ties.

They wear shorts, T-shirts, sundresses and flip-flops and stroll in vogue with neighbors who are on vacation. And they food shop in smaller bites, keeping Pop-Tarts, chicken nuggets and baby food on hand.

But the biggest gain from their adventure is financial.

Their primary home rents for as much as $3,390 a week. In a season, it nets, after fees for rental management and upkeep, about $30,000.

"We love it," Seymour said of her year-round home, "but this is an opportunity to make some money."

Without such income, Seymour said she might have to seek a full-time job. She stays home with her children and helps Ian with his pool-cleaning business.

 

Preparing for the summer
Bill Owens summered at the now Virginia Beach RV Resort on South Sandpiper Road for much of the past two decades.

Before ending the tradition this year, he leased his home, which sits three rows back from the ocean, for $2,500 per week. The home generated about $25,000 a summer, he said.

"It does make it attractive for a buyer down here to rent," Owens said of Sandbridge residents who, for about 12 weeks a year, convert their primary homes into investment properties. "That pays a good chunk of the mortgage."

Owens has paid off his home. But for the Seymours, the rental dollars are enough to cover nine mortgage payments a year.

Around late May, Cathy Seymour girds for the move to Virginia Beach RV Resort.

"I get cranky," she said.

The shift means giving up a dishwasher, a clothes washer and dryer, and privacy. But the mood passes. The transition has gotten easier, Seymour conceded in this, her family's fifth year.

"We've got it down to a science," Seymour said. "We really just bring some toys, some clothes, some sheets and towels. Everything else we leave."

Said Owens: "We don't take pictures off the wall."

"We'd only take our personal stuff," his wife, Peggy, added.

If the Owenses needed something from their primary home, such as clothes for a wedding, they'd retrieve them on Saturdays when their home was vacated by one set of renters and awaiting another.

They'd go there anyway to mow the lawn and check on the property, Bill Owens said.

"I liked to know what's going on in my house," he said.

Not much beside the ordinary wear and tear.

"We never had anything missing or anything happen," Peggy Owens recalled.

"I guess we were lucky," Bill Owens said.

 

Wear-and-tear realities
Lori and Pete Delaney own four Sandbridge rental properties, including a 10-bedroom, 8,000-square-foot home on the beach. It has three levels, a pool, hot tub, elevator, two kitchens, a pizza oven and private decks.

The Delaneys call the Sandfiddler Road property home nine months of the year. During the summer, they rent it for as much as $6,500, Lori Delaney said.

That may sound like big money, but there are costs.

Infrequently, Delaney finds her home damaged.

She's had to repair ripped felt on the pool table and replace cracked pool sticks. In the middle of the night, the smoke alarms sounded; one alarm needed a new battery and triggered the others. A contractor responded. Seymour paid a premium for his off-hours call.

A few renters are inconsiderate and don't respect the property, Delaney said. Some of the problems are merely wear and tear. A year-old toaster recently gave out.

"Whom do you blame?" she asked. "It's all on a case-by-case basis. You can't stress on that."

Some folks are considerate, though. One family who broke a PlayStation 2 in the Seymour home quickly called to apologize and replace it. Cathy Seymour accepted the offer.

"We've been very fortunate," she said.

 

Heart stays  with home
A pool and patio at the Indian River Road home, which the Delaneys own and are renovating this summer, makes the transition easier.

Swimming with their dog, Kota, one morning last week, Delaney children Dorathea, 4, and Dirk, 8, answered quickly when asked where they'd rather live: beach house or Pungo home?

"We want to stay here forever and ever and ever and ever," Dorathea sang.

"It's fun," Dirk said.

"It's an adventure," Lori Delaney said. "It's kind of like you're away from the rat race."

Renting the primary home and moving twice a summer requires an open mind and a willingness to let go of some comforts, Cathy Seymour said.

"It makes you appreciate what you have," her husband, Ian, said.

 

Jeanne Mooney, (757) 446-2043, jeanne.mooney@pilotonline.com
_1278656297.unknown

